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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT — REGIONAL AIRLINES 
Statement by Minister for Transport 

MR D.C. NALDER (Alfred Cove — Minister for Transport) [12.06 pm]: Today I update the house on the 
outcomes of the tender process to choose the preferred airlines to service the regulated regular public transport 
air routes. This review was to determine the future regulatory approach to regional air routes beyond 27 February 
2016, when the existing deeds of agreement between the state and airlines will expire. 

Regional Express—Rex—has been named the preferred airline for the Perth–Albany and Perth–Esperance 
routes. Rex is a dedicated regional airline, focused solely on regional air services, and currently flies to 
54 destinations across the eastern states. Subject to successful negotiations, Rex will enter a five-year agreement 
with the state government from 28 February 2016. Rex will increase flight frequency and seat capacity on the 
Albany and Esperance routes. Rex has also expressed its intention to commence services from Albany and 
Esperance to enable businesspeople to fly to Perth, complete a full day’s business, and return the same day. Rex 
was ranked by Aviation Week & Space Technology magazine as the top performing regional airline in the world 
over the period 2009–14 and has been voted best regional airline in the Australian Traveller People’s Choice 
Awards survey three times since 2011. Rex has a frequent flyer program for business travellers and its booking 
systems are linked to global distribution systems used by travel agents and corporate travel management 
companies and customers to book flights online. The airline’s substantial experience, customer service and 
efficient transport operations are regarded highly by the communities serviced by Rex in the eastern states. 

I advise also that Skippers Aviation will continue to service the Perth–Carnarvon–Monkey Mia and Perth–
northern goldfields routes beyond 27 February 2016. To ensure air services on these routes will continue 
seamlessly, the government will extend, until 27 June 2017, the current airline arrangements on the Carnarvon–
Monkey Mia air route, and the northern goldfields air routes, which include the towns of Laverton, Leonora, 
Meekatharra, Mount Magnet and Wiluna. The weekly flight frequency on these routes is expected to remain the 
same as it is now. 

I thank the Minister for Regional Development and the Minister for Tourism for their input into this process, 
with their agencies being members of the tender selection panel. The Department of Regional Development 
provided input for regional communities, and Tourism Western Australia ensured that the views of the important 
tourism sector were represented. The Department of Transport is still exploring with the aviation industry 
options for the Perth–Derby route. I will update the house again when these routes are finalised. 
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